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1  CORINTHIANS,  XV.  56,  57. 

THE  STING  OF  DEATH  IS  SIN  ;  AND  THE  STRENGTH  OF  SIN 
IS  THE  LAW.  EUT  THANKS  BE  TO  GOD,  WHICH  GIVETH 
US  THE  VICTORY  THROUGH  OUR  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST. 

Man,  in  the  midst  of  all  his  engagements  in  life, 
is  often  compelled  to  pause,  reflect,  and  weep, 
Enemies  on  all  sides  arm  themselves  against  him. 
Often  are  the  flattering  prospects  in  which  he  prom- 
ises himself  happiness,  blasted  in  a  moment.  Dis- 
appointed and  bereft,  he  looks  back — he  sees  noth- 
ing but  the  black  gulph  of  non-existence — he  looks 
around  him,  but  all  is  uncertain,  all  is  transient. 
Poverty  and  want  surround  him ;  misfortune  stretch- 
es over  him  her  iron  hand ;  sorrow  and  grief  oppress 
him  ;  disease  and  infirmity  attack  him.  Tired  of 
life,  he  looks  forward  to  the  period  of  death  for  re- 
lief; but  conscious  to  himself  that  he  is  a  sinner, 
that  he  has  broken  and  dishonoured  the  divine  law, 
death  so  far  from  befriending  hini,  or  promising 
relief,  at  once  puts  on  all  his  armour  of  terror  and 
gloom  ;  opens  up  to  view  a  scene  of  misery  which 
causes  him  to  turn  away  and  hurry  from  the 
thoughts,  with  fear  and  trembling.  This  being 
the  deplorable  situation  of  man,  by  reason  of  his 
sins,  where  shall  he  go  to  find  relief?  Is  there  no 
arm  to  give  the  victory?  Must  he  pass  through  this 
v,ale  of  tears  all  his  life-time,  subject  to  bondage 


through  fear  of  death,  and  at  last  be  subjected  to  his 
sting,  and  held  under  his  pale  dominion  for  ever  ? 
Is  there  no  hope,  no  consolation?  The  dim  light  of 
nature  unassisted,  here  leaves  us  involved  in  mid- 
night darkness  1  An  awful  shade  hangs  over  the  re- 
gion of  death !  We  see  man  rise  into  life ;  we 
watch  his  progress  through  it;  we  heboid  him 
smiling  in  the  bloom  and  sprightliness  of  youth, 
exulting  in  the  splendour  and  vigour  of  manhood, 
crowned  with  the  wisdom,  and  clothed  with  the 
dignity  of  age.  We  mark  his  decline — we  follow 
him  to  the  tomb.  Here  we  take  the  last  look — the 
long  farewell !  Though  he  cometh  forth  like  a 
flower,  and  in  the  meridian  of  life  seems  to  bloom 
in  immortal  beauty ;  yet,  here  his  sun  must  set — to 
the  grave  we  must  follow  him.  We  may  weep  for 
his  fate,  but  we  cannot  assist  him.  Human  ability 
can  find  no  way  of  deliverance.  But  is  there  no 
hope  ?  Must  we  weep  over  hi$  ruins  for  ever  ?  No, 
thanks  be  to  God,  although  the  dim  light  of  reason 
and  nature  is  here  completely  extinguished,  and 
leaves  us  without  a  ray  of  consolation  or  hope,  yet 
by  the  assistance  of  divine  revelation  and  grace,  we 
may  anticipate  a  glorious  victory,  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  For  notwithstanding  death  once 
reached  him,  and  held  him  for  a  short  time  in  the 
prison  of  the  grave,  he  on  the  third  day  burst  the 
bars  of  death,  and  rose  triumphant  over  the  grave. — ■ 
He  led  captivity  captive  ;  he  abolished  death  ;  he 
obtained  the  victory ;  he  magnified  and  made  hon- 
ourable the  broken  law,  and  brought  in  everlasting 
righteousness. — He  hath  brought  life  and  immor- 
tality to  light.  The  Holy  Ghost  is  now  sent  down  to 
renew  the  heart,  which  delivers  from  the  dominion 
and  love  of  sin  ;  to  apply  his  righteousness,  which 


delivers  from  the  curse  of  the  law ;  to  place  the 
affections  on  God,  and  to  inspire  a  lively  hope,  full 
of  immortality,  which  delivers  from  the  terrors  of 
the  grave.  The  sting  of  death  is  sin  ;  and  the 
strength  of  sin  is  the  law.  But  thanks  be  to  God, 
which  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

Having  made  these  introductory  remarks,  I  now 
propose  the  following  things  for  consideration  : 

I.  To  explain  the  nature  of  the  divine  law. 

II.  The  nature  and  effects  of  sin. 

III.  Shew  how  this  victory  was  effected,  and 
how  it  is  obtained. 

I.  To  explain  the  nature  of  the  divine  law  : 
Concerning  the  divine  law,  as  this  expresses  the 
unchangeable  will  of  God  respecting  the  love  and 
obedience  of  all  rational  beings  to  him,  two  things 
may  be  noticed  ;  and 

1st.  It  contains  a  prescription  of  duties.  These 
are  enjoined  on  the  creature,  and  urged  as  a  rule  of 
life,  entitling  the  performer  of  all  the  prescribed 
duties  to  the  favour  of  God,  and  all  those  blessings 
that  tend  to  guard  the  soul  from  every  evil,  and  se- 
cure the  highest  happiness — happiness  the  most 
exquisite — the  most  permanent,  "  For  Moses  de- 
scribeth  the  righteousness  which  is  of  the  law,  that 
the  man  which  doeth  these  things,  shall  live  by 
them.'7  Rom.  x.  5.  Those  duties  we  may  find  re- 
corded in  the  ^Oth  chapter  of  Exodus,  and  are 
pointed  out  in  the  following  order :  "  Thou  shalt 
have  no  other  gods  before  me.  Thou  shalt  not 
make  unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or  any  likeness 
of  any  thing  that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in 
the  earth  beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  water  under  the 
garth  :    Thou  shalt  not  boiv  down  thyself  to  them9 


nor  serve  them.  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of 
the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain.  Remember  the  sabbath- 
day,  to  keep  it  holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labour,  and 
do  all  thy  work :  But  the  seventh  day  is  the  sabbath 
of  the  Lord  thy  God :  in  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any 
work,  thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  man- 
servant, nor  thy  maid-servant,  nor  thy  cattle,  nor 
thy  stranger  that  is  within  thy  gates.  Honour  thy 
father  and  thy  mother.  Thou  shalt  not  kill.  Thou 
shalt  not  commit  adultery.  Thou  shalt  not  steal. 
Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness.  Thou  shalt  not 
covet"  The  duties  here  exhibited^  are  noticed  by 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  he  explained  them  as  being 
summarily  comprehended  in  love.  See  Matt.  xxii. 
37,  &c.  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Thou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and 
great  commandment ;  and  the  second  is  like  unto  it, 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself  On  these 
two  commandments  hang  all  the  law  and  the  pro- 
phets" Hence,  says  the  apostle,  "Love  is  the 
fulfilling  of  the  law."  Rom.  xiii.  10.  The  law, 
then,  may  be  viewed  as  a  delineation  of  perfect 
rectitude,  and  was  designed  to  govern  the  whole 
man,  by  inspiring  right  motives  and  producing  an 
entire  correspondence  between  them  and  external 
actions.  No  action,  therefore,  either  mental  or  ex- 
ternal, which  does  not  proceed  from  pure  love  to 
Ood,  can  come  under  the  denomination  of  true  vir- 
tue or  obedience. 

2d.  The  second  thing  to  be  noticed  concerning 
the  divine  law  is,  that  it  contains  comminations  or 
threatenings  the  most  expressive  of  the  divine  ven- 
geance against  all,  and  the  least  transgression. 
Without  these,  it  would  not  properly,  in  it*  nature^ 


have  the  force  and  authority  of  a  law.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  law,  expressing  the  penal  sanction,  is, 
«'  Cursed  be  he  that  confirmeth  iiot  all  the  words  of 
this  law,  to  do  them." — Deut.  xxviL  %$.  "  Whoso- 
ever shall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in  one 
point,  he  is  guilty  of  all."-— James  ii.  10.  Now, 
then,  as  sin  is  a  violation  of  this  perfect  law,  it 
tends  to  introduce  evil  5  and  if  it  tends  to  introduce 
evil,  where  shall  we  fix  the  limits  of  the  evil  intro- 
duced ?  The  law  of  God  tends  to  establish  univer- 
sal, endless  good.  As  sin  is  opposed  to  that  law, 
it  tends  to  introduce  and  establish  universal,  end- 
less evil.  Beside,  that  disposition  which  would 
lead  to  transgress  a  good  law  in  one  poiut,  would 
lead  to  transgress  in  another,  and  another.  It  is 
plain,  there  can  be  no  limitation.  The  evil  intro- 
duced by  one  single  offence,  is  universal  and  end- 
less. The  curse  therefore  denounced  against  all 
and  the  least  transgression  of  the  law,  which  must 
be  as  great  as  sin  deserves,  must  fed  endless  or 
eternal  punishment.  This  is  the  just,  necessa- 
ry,  and  proper  punishment  of  sin.  This  is  evident, 
both  from  reason  and  the  numerous  passages  which 
are  full  to  the  point,  found  both  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testament. 

Having  thus  explained  the  nature  of  the  divine 
law,  in  considering  its  precepts  and  penalty,  I  now 
proceed  to  notice 

II.  The  nature  and  effects  of  sin. 

The  sting  of  death  is  sin  ;  and  the  strength  of  sin 
is  the  law.  The  law,  I  have  shown,  is  a  delinea- 
tion of  perfect  rectitude,  or  a  transcript  of  the  moral 
character  of  God.  But  "  by  the  law  is  the  knowl- 
edge of  sin."  The  law  is  the  strength  of  sin ;  not 
that  the  law  is  sin?  but  tf  sin  is  a  transgression 


of  the  law  J9  Where  there  is  no  law,  there  is  no 
sin ;  or  sin  is  not  imputed.  The  law,  then,  is  th© 
strength  of  sin,  and  the  only  thing  which  makes 
it  manifest.  Without  the  law,  sin  is  dead.  Sayg 
the  apostle,  i(  sin,  taking  occasion  by  the  command- 
ment, for  law,  J  wrought  in  me  all  manner  of  con- 
cupiscence. For  ivithoui  the  law  sin  ivas  dead."— 
Horn*  vii.  8.  The  strength  of  sin  is  the  law ;  for 
Paul  again  says,  u  sin,  taking  occasion  by  the  com* 
mandment,  for  law, J  deceived  me,  and  by  it  slew 
me."— verse  11.  Sin  became  mighty  through  a 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  slew  him.  Sin  had  no 
power  on  the  apostle,  neither  did  it  discover  itself 
to  him,  nor  he  discover  it,  till  the  spirituality  of  the 
law  discovered  it  to  him,  in  all  its  deformity. 
Says  he,  "  I  had  not  known  sin  but  by  the  law  ;  for 
Ihad  not  known  lust,  except  the  law  had  said,  thou 
shall  not  covet." — verse  7-  The  strength  of  sin  is 
the  law.  The  nature  of  sin,  is  directly  opposed  to 
the  nature  of  God  ;  to  his  service  and  worship.  It 
denies  God.  It  strikes  at  his  government  and  char- 
acter, and  consequently  at  all  good,  and  all  happi- 
ness. But  this,  in  a  light  truly  striking,  will  be 
made  to  appear,  by  passing 

2d.  To  notice  some  of  its  dismal  effects.  Sin  gave 
to  death  both  its  rise  and  sting.  i%  By  one  man  sin 
entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin;  and  so  death 
passed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  sinned."  Rom. 
v.  12.  Here  we  see  that  sin  has  introduced  death  j 
death  spiritual,  temporal,  and  eternal ;  given  him 
universal  dominion  over  soul  and  body,  over  all 
men.  If  we  admit  that  sin  has  brought  one  of  these 
evils  upon  man,  we  must  admit  the  whole,  for  one 
is  equally  as  evident  as  the  other.  Each  of  these 
took  their  rise  at  once  from  the  first  sin,  aud  if  there 
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could  be  any  first  in  the  case,  itwould  appear  that 
spiritual  death  first  seized  the  man.  In  consider- 
ing, therefore,  some  of  the  dismal  effects  of  sin,  I 
observe 

1st.  Sin  has  introduced  spiritual  death.  This 
takes  place  of  necessity,  from  the  very  nature  of 
iin,  as  if  the  stream  is  separated  from  the  fountain, 
or  the  branch  from  the  vine.  Thus,  this  evidently 
took  place  with  our  first  father  upon  his  first  trans- 
gression. See  Gen.  iii.  iO.  "And  he  said,  I  heard 
thy  voice  in  the  garden,  and  I  was  afraid,  and  ^ 
hid  myself."  And  I  was  afraid  !  This  is  the  lan- 
guage of  guilt.  He  had  disobeyed  the  divine  com- 
mand, and  he  knew  that  he  had  forfeited  the  favour 
of  his  God.  Every  spark  of  spiritual  life  was  that 
moment  completely  extinguished  ;  fear,  tormenting, 
slavish  fear,  rushed  upon  him,  snatched  from  him 
his  garb  of  innocence  and  peace ;  doomed  him  to  bit- 
ter remorse  for  what  had  passed,  and  painful  forebod- 
ings of  judgment  to  come.  "I  hid  myself."  An  un- 
deniable proof  of  that  utter,  awful  darkness  which 
covered  his  understanding.  Here  his  affections 
are  weaned  from  God ;  he  dislikes  his  presence, 
and  seeks  to  hide  himself.  Here,  all  at  once  are 
seen,  dislike  to  the  divine  character,  shame,  guilt, 
and  fear.  How  changed  the  scene  !  Thus,  spirit- 
ual death,  introduced  by  sin,  commences  its  reign ; 
passes  upon  all  men?  for  that  all  have  sinned;  opens 
upon  the  vast  posterity  of  Adam  a  flood  of  woes,  a 
train  of  evils  innumerable.  But  in  considering  the 
reign  of  spiritual  death,  we  see  the  mind  inspired 
with  the  most  implacable  "enmity  against  God. 
It  is  no  more  subject  to  his  law,  neither  indeed  can 
he." — Mom.  viii.  7«  And  not  only  enmity  against 
God,  but  enmity  against  his  fellow  man.     See  that 


awful  picture,  drawn  by  the  apostle  Paul :  "Being 
filled  with  all  unrighteousness,  fornication,  wicked- 
ness, covetousness,  maliciousness  ;  full  of  envy, mur- 
der, debate,  deceit,  malignity  $  whisperers,  backbit* 
ers,  haters  of  God,  despiteful,  proud,  boastersf 
inventors  of  evil  things,  disobedient  to  parents^ 
without  understanding,  covenant-breakers,  without 
natural  affection,  implacable,  unmerciful", — Rom. 
i.  29,  30,  31.  A  dismal  picture,  indeed  !  This  be- 
ing the  wretched  situation  to  which  sin  has  subjected 
man  ;  man,  though  once  but  a  little  lower  than  the 
angels,  now  in  his  fallen  state,  far  more  resembles, 
devils  than  angels,  or  death  than  life.  Well  might 
the  apostle  say,  "  You  hath  he  quickened  who  were 
dead,  &c.  and  again,  "  We  know  that  we  have 
passed  from  death  unto  life  ;"  for  what  can  be  more 
opposite  to  holiness  or  spiritual  life,  than  the  de- 
scription here  given,  to  which  observation  and  ex- 
perience adds  a  testimony  too  clear  and  full  to  be 
resisted.  This  is  the  most  dreadful  effect  of  sin^ 
and  that  which  gives  the  dread  to  every  other  effect* 
But  again,  another  dismal  effect  is — 

2d.  Sin  has  introduced  temporal  death  5-— that 
is,  the  separation  of  the  soul  from  the  body  :  uBy 
one  man,  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by 
sin."  The  body  of  man,  we  humbly  conceive,  was 
originally  designed  for  an  immortal  duration.  Be- 
hold man,  as  he  comes  out  of  the  hands  of  his 
maker  at  first :  He  is  formed  in  the  divine  image, 
and  made  lord  of  this  lower  creation.  Not  a  spot 
of  mortality  is  seen  upon  him  ;  he  is  a  stranger  to 
pain  and  disease,  and  not  a  thought  of  death  dis- 
turbs his  peaceful  mind.  Here  immortality  looks 
forth  in  all  its  radiant  brightness  and  glory.  We 
$re  ready  to  exclaim  in  a  rapture,  Hail;  thou  heir  of 
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eternal  happiness  !  But  this  is  the  first  view  ©f  ma© 
in  his  first  estate.  But  how  are  we  struck  upon  the 
second  view  !  Ah,  how  fallen  S  how  fallen,  by  one 
untimely  shock  !  All  his  glory  is  levelled  to  the 
earth ;  his  strength  and  beauty  is  gone ;  it  has 
itaken  its  departure  for  ever !  Behold  man,  a  pale 
mortal.  The  soul  being  instantly  struck  dead  by 
sin,  or  separated  from  God,  who  is  its  only  life, 
the  body  that  moment  felt  the  dismal  shock  in  all 
the  symptoms  of  decay.  It  can  no  longer,  no  more 
bloom  in  immortal  beauty  ;  it  cannot  be  repaired  ; 
it  must  continue  to  decay,  till  that  once  strong  and 
now  desired  union  between  soul  and  body  is  dis- 
solved. The  painful  separation  must  take  p!*ce* 
The  soul  must  quit  her  once  beautiful  place  of  resi- 
dence, and  fly  to  some  unknown  world,  and  leave 
it  under  the  pale  dominion  of  death.  Because*, 
directly  upon  the  first  offence  which  man  offered  to 
God,  divine  justice  stepped  upon  his  track,  and  cried 
after  him  with  a  voice  like  thunder  in  his  ears,  and 
which  penetrated  all  creation,  &  Bust  thou  art,  and 
unto  dust  shalt  thou  return  J9— -Gen.  iii.  10. 

3d.  Sin  has  introduced  eternal  death.  But  as 
this  is  a  controvertible  point  with  many,  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  say  much  upon  it  at  present,  though  I 
have  been  bold  to  assert,  that  sin  has  introduced 
death  spiritual,  temporal,  and  eternal ;  and  that  one 
of  these  effects  is  equally  as  evident  as  the  other* 
Should  any  say,  that  I  have  asserted  too  much  in 
saying,  that  if  we  admit  the  one  we  must  admit  the 
whole,  and  that  one  is  equally  as  evident  as  the 
other ;  should  any  say  that  it  is  undeniably  evident, 
that  temporal  death  has  taken  place,  and  that  it  has 
taken  place  in  consequence  of  sin,  and  that  it  is  a 
SluestioEu,  whether  eternal  death  has  taken  place  op 


not,  or  that  it  is  denied  that  it  has  taken  place ;  I 
would  only  answer,  I  mean  to  stand  or  fall  with 
the  Bible ;  and  I  believe  I  may  add,  stand  or  fall 
with  the  soundest  reason.  However,  should  I  un- 
dertake to  prove  this  point,  I  would  again  refer 
you  to  a  proper  explanation  of  the  divine  law,  and 
its  tendency  ;  to  the  nature  and  tendency  of  sin,  as 
opposed  to  that  law.  I  would  refer  you  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  character  at  whose  person  and  govern- 
ment sin  is  aimed,  and  also  to  the  plain  declarations 
of  the  sacred  scriptures,  which  I  humbly  conceive 
are  full  to  the  point.  But  I  do  not  deem  it  proper 
on  the  present  occasion.  Let  it  suffice,  therefore,  to 
observe,  in  the  language  of  our  Saviour,  " It  is  bet- 
ter for  thee  to  enter  into  life  maimed,  than  having 
two  hands  to  go  into  hell,  into  the  fire  that  never 

SHALL  BE  QUENCHED  ;  WHERE  THEIR  WORM  DIETH 
NOT,  AND  THE  FIRE  IS  NOT  QUENCHED."     And  again, 

"He  that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life  ; 
hut  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him." — Mark  ix. 
43,  44.     John  iii.  36.     But  shall  I  observe 

4th.  Another  dismal  effect  of  sin  is,  that  it  has 
given  death  his  sting.  "The  sting  of  death  is  sin.*7 
Now  suppose,  as  some  men  do,  that  the  body  of 
man  being  material  in  its  nature,  is  prone  to  disso- 
lution by  the  very  laws  of  matter ;  though  the  sup- 
position is  evidently  a  mistaken  one,  yet  for  the 
sake  of  illustrating  the  point,  let  us  suppose  it  true  : 
From  this  consideration,  it  is  appointed  unto  man 
once  to  die  ;  sin,  in  this  case,  has  not  introduced 
death.  Death  came  not  by  sin,  but  of  necessity ; 
man  being  material  in  his  nature.  Suppose  man 
had  not  sinned,  what  could  have  been  the  sting  of 
death  ?  Sin  could  not ;  the  idea  of  exchanging 
worlds  could  not  5  no,  he  would  cheerfully  soar 


away,  nor  feel  a  pain.  Death  not  having  corae  by 
sin,  the  man  being  holy  and  happy  in  his  God, 
there  would  be  no  sting  in  death,  but  the  most  per- 
feet  composure  and  tranquillity  of  soul.  Here  then, 
we  see,  that  sin  is  the  only  thing  which  causes  death 
to  appear  so  dreadful,  so  alarming. 

But  if  we  say,  that  man  being  material,  is,  in  his 
nature  prone  to  dissolution  by  the  laws  of  matter, 
we  rob  sin  of  its  fruits,  conceal  its  nature,  and  de- 
stroy its  effects.  We  also  give  the  lie  to  the  apos- 
tle; for  he  says,  that  (iby  one  man  sin  entered  into 
the  world,  and  death  by  sin  ;  and  so  death  passed 
upon  all  men  ;??  not  because  all  men  are  material 
in  their  nature,  and  consequently  under  the  sentence 
of  death  by  the  laws  of  matter,  but  he  adds,  with  an 
emphasis,  "for  that  all  have  sinned."  But 
not  to  digress  :  Sin,  my  hearers,  has  stripped  the 
man,  levelled  all  his  fortifications  against  danger 
and  misery,  and  given  to  Death,  that  king  of  terrors, 
that  last  enemy,  all  his  armour;  supports  him  in 
his  cruel  reign,  invested  him  with  all  that  gloom 
and  terror  in  which  he  appears  in  his  last  attack 
upon  us,  when  he  presses  the  lungs,  that  they  can- 
not rise ;  withers  the  eye,  that  it  cannot  see  ;  dulls 
the  ear,  that  it  cannot  hear ;  and  stiffens  the  senses, 
that  we  connot  feel ; — thus,  tearing  away  our 
friends  and  bosom  companions,  parents  and  child- 
ren, brothers  and  sisters,  husband  and  wife ;  drag- 
ing  them  to  the  dark,  gloomy,  and  dreary  prison  of 
the  grave  !  In  all  this,  sin  gives  death  his  sting. 
Why  else  this  trembling,  in  parting  with  our 
friends?  Why  does  the  sound  of  death  cause  us  to 
startle  with  alarm?  See  with  what  reluctance  man 
yields  up  his  breath!  He  struggles  for  life,  but 
death  surrounds  him  with  all  his  army  of  pain  and 


disease  ;  he  maintains  the  contest  as  lora^  as  possi- 
ble ;  he  fears  to  launch  away  %  but  why  ? 

"  'Tis  judgment  shakes  him  !  there's  the  fear 

That  prompts  his  wish  to  stay  ; 

He  has  incurred  a  long  arrear, 

And  must  despair  to  pay." — Cowpexe. 

Death  takes  his  stand,  and  arms  himself  against 
the  sinner,  referring  him  to  an  awful  judgment  to 
come.  He  pours  the  dismal  summons  in  his  ear, 
as  a  message  from  eternal  justice,  Thou  slialt  sure- 
ly die.  Die  !  awful  word  ;  Oh  death,  mine  enemy, 
why  to  me  so  cruel !  But  is  there  no  way  of  escape  ? 
Shall  we  never  obtain  any  assistance?  Can  the 
sting  of  death  never  be  vanquished  ?  Has  he  re- 
ceived his  commission  from  Heaven  ;  and  must  all 
be  subject  to  his  sting,  and  at  last  be  torn  away  by 
his  rude,  his  merciless  hand,  from  life  and  all  its 
endearing  ties,  and  doomed  to  eternal  night  ?  No, 
a  thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the  victory 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  We  now  have 
arrived  to  our  next  proposition,  which  was  to  show 

III.  How  this  victory  was  effected,  and  how  it 
is  obtained.  The  victory  is  given  us  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  supposes  that  it  was  pro- 
duced by  him.  Human  nature  became  guilty ;  it 
was  condemned.  By  sin,  it  was  incapacitated  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  that  law  under  whose  sen- 
tence it  had  fallen.  But  see  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  eternal  word,  (i  G  01}  manifest  in  the  fveshP 
Here  we  behold  human  nature,  qualified  to  obey, 
and  to  suffer ;  qualified  to  obey,  because  rendered 
innocent ;  to  suffer,  because  united  with  divinity. 
We  behold  Christ  entering  the  world  in  that  nature, 
obeying  in  that  nature,  suffering  and  dying  in  that 
nature^,  and  on  the  third  day  we  behold  him  rifting 


from  the  dead,  iu  human  nature.  Here  the  vietory 
is  gained  :  He  burst  the  bars  of  death.,  and  rose 
triumphant! 

«  Hell  and  the  grave  unite  their  force 

To  hold  our  God  in  vain  j 

The  sleeping  Conqueror  arose, 

And  burst  their  feeble  chain. 

See,  how  the  Conqueror  mounts  aloft5 

And  to  his  Father  flies ; 

With  scars  of  honour  in  his  flesh, 

And  triumph  in  his  eyes." — Watts. 
Then,  for  the  first,  we  may  say,  human  nature 
rose  from  the  tomb.  "  Then,  then  I  rose."  "  «#i 
in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made 
alive.  Christ  has  become  the  first-fruits."  His 
resurrection  has  insured  and  established  the  resur- 
rection of  all  men.  For,  says  the  apostle,  "  If  the 
dead  rise  not,  then  is  not  Christ  raised."  1  Cor. 
xv.  16.  "But  now  is  Christ  risen  from  the  dead? 
and  become  the  first-fruits  of  them  that  slept.  For 
since  by  man  came  death,  by  man  came  also  the  re- 
surrection of  the  dead.  For  as  in  Adam  all  die, 
even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive.     But 

EVERY  MAN  IN  HIS  OWN  ORDER  :  CHRIST  THE  FIRST- 
FRUITS,   AFTERWARD  THEY    THAT  ARE  Christ's  AT 

his  coming— -verse  20,  SI,  93,  &3°  Paul,  when  he 
brings  into  view  the  ground  of  the  believer's  hope 

in  Christ,  he  adds,  "  Who  hath  abolished  death,  and 
hath  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  through 
the  gospel."— %  Tim-,  i.  10.  Here  then,  we  see  how 
the  victory  was  effected*     But 

&d.  How  is  this  victory  obtained  ?  We  have  just 
been  viewing  it  brought  to  light.  It  is  not  in  our 
hands  j  we  have  no  claim  to  it ;  we  have  forfeited 
it  into  the  hands  of  justice,  by  sin.  But  Christ  bass 
bought^  or  redeemed  it  out  of  the  hands  of  justice,  by 
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laying  down  his  life.,  ihejust  for  the  unjust.  It  is 
now  brought  to  our  view  in  the  hands  of  Mercy. — 
How  shall  we  obtain  it?  "Marvel  not"  said  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ, ik  at  this :  for  the  hour  is  coming? 
in  the  which  all  that  are  in  the  grave  shall  hear  his 
voice,  and  shall  come  forth ;  they  that  have  done 
good,  unto  the  resurrection  of  life;  and  they  that 
have  done  evil,  unto  the  resurrection  of  damnation." 
John  v.  28,  29.  Shall  we  obtain  it,  then,  by  doing 
good  ?  No,  there  is  none  that  obtain  it  in  this  way  ; 
for  "there  is  none  that  doeth good,  (and  sinneth  not) 
no,  not  one."  Horn.  in.  12.  Besides,  if  good  be  done 
by  us,  it  must  be  done  by  the  deeds  of  the  law.  But 
"by  the  deeds  of  the  law  there  shall  no  flesh  he  jus- 
tified."— verse  20.  How  then  shall  we  obtain  the 
victory?  It  only  being  brought  to  light,  cannot  give 
us  the  victory,  but  quite  the  reverse ;  it  inconceiv- 
ably enhances  and  sharpens  the  sting  of  death.  Be- 
ing still  under  the  dominion  of  spiritual  death,  guilt 
and  fear  still  holds  dominion  over  us,  so  that  the 
thought  of  death  fills  us  with  terror  and  dread.  A 
deliverance,  therefore,  from  spiritual  death,  or  a 
carnal  mind,  must  first  take  place.  This  delivers 
from  guilt,  and  gives  us  the  victory  over  the  sting  of 
natural  death.  Hence,  the  apostle  triumphantly 
exclaimed,  "  If  by  one  man's  offence  death  reigned 
hy  one  ;  much  more  they  which  receive  abundance  of 
grace,  and  of  the  gift  of  righteousness,  shall  reign 
in  life  by  one,  Jesus  Christ."  Horn.  v.  17-  They 
which  receive  abundance  of  grace,  &c.  they  which 
are  "  born  again."  John  iii.  3. — They  which  are 
the  "workmanship  of  God,  created  in  Christ 
Jesus."  Eph.  ii.  10. — They  which  are  "justified 
freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is 
in  Christ  Jems."  Horn.  iii.  24.      By  this  work  of 
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divine  grace,  wrought  in  the  soul  by  the  mercy  of 
God,  we  obtain  the  victory;  we  are  delivered  from 
the  love,  dominion,  and  guilt  of  sin.  Hence,  says 
the  apostle,  "But  now  being  made  thee  from  sin, 
and  become  servants  to  God,  ye  have  your  fruit  unto 
holiness,  and  the  end  everlasting  life."  Rom.  vi.  2S» 
Why  should  such  fear  to  die?  God  is  their  father? 
heaven  is  their  home.  Here  then,  we  see  how 
we  obtain  the  absolute  victory  over  the  sting  of 
death.  This  is  the  gift  of  God,  "who  hath  saved 
us,  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calling,  not  accord* 
ing  to  our  works?  but  according  to  his  own  purpose 

AND  GRACE,  WHICH  WAS  GIVEN  US  IN  CHRIST  JeSUS 

befoke  the  world  began  ;  but  is  vow  made  mani- 
fest by  the  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
who  hath  abolished  death,  and  hath  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  light  through  the  gospel."  2  Tim.  i* 
9,  10.  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave,  where 
is  thy  victory  P"  This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is 
tnarvellous  in  our  eyes."  The  way  of  life  is  now 
clear.  The  thick  gloom,  the  dreary  shades  of  death 
are  dispersed  \  the  glories  of  redemption  shine 
around  us  in  full  splendour,  Sing,  0  heavens,  and 
be  joyful,  O  earth,  and  break  forth  into  singing,  O 
mountains.  Let  the  wilderness  rejoice ;  let  the  in" 
habitants  of  the  rock  sing  ! 

Having  thus  attended  to  the  several  things  first 
stated  for  our  consideration,  namely  :  to  explain  the 
nature  of  the  divine  law  ;  the  nature  and  effects  of 
ein ;  the  maner  in  which  the  victory  was  effected, 
and  how  it  is  obtained,  I  now  propose  to  make  some 
improvement,  suitable  to  the  present  solemn  and 
truly  effecting  occasion.  I  was  led  to  the  choice  of 
my  text  by  the  much  lamented  death  of  the  affection- 
ate wife,  the  tender  mother,  the  amiable  sister  m. 


Christ,  whom  we  have  lately  followed  to  the  grave, 
where  her  body  may  rest  blameless,  till  the  sound 
of  the  trump  of  the  angel,  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 
Then,  then  shall  she  awake,  and  be  changed.  Then 
shall  her  mortal  put  on  immortality ;  and  so  shall 
she  be  forever  with  the  Lord.  As,  says  the  apostle, 
"  Behold,  I  shew  you  a  mystery  ;  We  shall  not  all 
sleep,  but  we  shall  all  be  changed,  in  a  moment,  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump;  for  the 
trump  shall  sound,  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  in- 
corruptible, and  we  shall  be  changed.  For  this  cor- 
ruptible must  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal 
must  put  on  immortality.  So  when  this  corruptible 
shall  have  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  shall 
have  put  on  immortality,  then  shall  be  brought  to 
jiass  the  saying  that  is  written,  death  is  swal- 
lowed up  in  victory.  O  death,  where  is  thy 
sting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory?" — 1  Cor, 
xv.  51—55.  This  victory  she  anticipated,  and  in 
her  last  expiring  moments  was  resigned  to  the  will 
of  heaven,  and  with  sweet  composure,  quitted  her 
bouse  of  clay,  and  is  gone  to  inhabit  those  peaceful 
realms  of  everlasting  joy,  where  all  the  redeemed 
that  have  gone  before  her  are,  and  are  now  with 
her,  praising  him  who  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and 
the  Lamb  for  ever.  This  consideration  cannot  fail 
to  yield  some  consolation  and  support  to  our  friend, 
bereft  of.  one  of  the  best  of  heaven's  blessings.  We 
are  called  this  afternoon  to  drop  the  sympathetic 
tear  with  you  that  mourn  under  this  afflictive  event. 
The  affectionate  husband  will  see  her  no  more  ! 
We  can  but  realize  that  a  partner,  and  a  bosom 
companion  in  life,  so  well  qualified  to  alleviate  your 
anxiety,  to  sooth  your  troubles,  and  bj  her  presence, 
which  was  always  attended  with  graces,  the  most 
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admirable,  greatly  enhanced  all  the  blessings  of 
life.  To  be  bereft  by  death*  of  such  a  partner  as 
this,  cannot  but  make  a  deep,  a  painful  wound  in 
that  heart,  which  has  felt  so  tender  a  concern  for 
her  happiness,  and  which  has  so  often  been  cheered 
hj  her  mild  and  cheering  presence. 

But  the  infinitely  wise  disposer  of  all  events 
has  seen  fit  to  call  by  death,  and  take  her  to  his 
throne,  as  we  humbly  trust.  But  he  has  taken  but 
his  own.  Let  me,  therefore,  exhort  you  to  hush 
every  murmuring  sigh,  and  know  that  it  is  the  just 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  that  hath  done  it,  and  that  this 
painful  dispensation  of  the  divine  will,  may  be  sanc- 
tified to  your  spiritual  good,  and  finally  work  for 
you  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory, 

The  children,  we  are  sensible,  all  deeply  mourn 
the  loss  of  so  tender  a  mother,  who  has  spent  many 
a  wearisome  night,  and  day,  and  month,  to  guard 
them  in  their  helpless  moments ;  and  in  every  time 
of  danger  or  sickness,  has  never  failed  to  mauifest, 
her  tender  care.  Who,  also,  has  taken  unwearied 
pains  to  teach  you  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
guide  your  feet  in  the  paths  of  wisdom  and  virtue. 
She  is  gone,  to  return  no  more  ! — No  more  pious 
examples  will  she  ever  set  for  you  to  follow  f  no 
more  can  you  hear  those  sweet  and  excellent  pre- 
cepts drop  from  her  lips.  Then  let  those  examples 
and  precepts  which  she  has  left  for  you,  lay  near 
your  hearts,  and  be  strictly  followed.  The  great 
God  of  heaven  has  called  her  away  from  earth. 
Let  me,  then,  exhort  you  to  realize  your  depend- 
ence on  him,  and  to  fear  and  reverence  his  Holy 
Name.  Would  you  die  like  her,  and  again  live 
with  her  in  yonder  world  of  eternal  joy?  Then., 


tike  her,  believe  on  tlie  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  giv« 
yourselves  away  to  hrm,  that  you  may  be  prepared 
to  say,  when  my  father  and  my  mother  forsake  me, 
then  will  the  Lord  take  me  up. 

The  Church  of  Christ,  in  this  place,  also  sensibly 
feel  the  loss.  She  was  an  amiable  member.  By 
the  grace  of  God,  she  obtained  the  victory  over 
spiritual  death.  This  laid  the  foundation  for  her 
useful  life,  and  her  triumphant  and  tranquil  death. 
She  could  say,  in  the  trying  hour  of  death,  "  thanks 
he  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the  victory  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  In  her  life,  she  moved 
in  an  extensive  sphere ;  she  adorned  every  part  of 
her  life  with  wisdom,  modesty,  and  love ;  she  lived, 
in  a  most  desirable  degree,  correspondent  with  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  We  have  reason  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  one  who  has  contributed  so  much  to  the  hap- 
piness of  the  afflicted  family,  to  the  neighborhood 
of  her  life,  and  to  the  Church  to  which  she  belong- 
ed. But  we  have  reason  to  rejoice,  also,  for  w© 
cannot  mourn  as  those  who  have  no  hope.  While 
we  lament  the  loss  of  her  virtuous  life,  we  are  com- 
forted in  view  of  Jjer  tranquil  and  triumphant  death. 
We  believe  she  has  now  gained  a  more  complete 
victory.  Our  loss  is  her  gain.  Let  us  then,  my 
brethren,  and  sisters,  be  quickened  to  double  our 
diligence,  and  live  to  him  who  giveth  us  the  victory 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

To  conclude.  Suffer  me  now,  for  a  few  moments^ 
to  turn  my  attention  to  the  assembly  at  large,  The 
call  loudly  admonishes  us  all ;  none  can  plead  an 
exemption  from  the  awful  ravages  of  death.  The. 
well  known  person  whom  the  last  week  we  were 
called  to  follow  to  the  silent  grave,  was  hurried,  in 
midst  of  life_j  away  by  death.     Let  us,  mj 


friends,  hear  the  voice  of  this  alarming  visitation, 
crying  to  us,  Be  ye  also  ready.  We  may  exult  in  the 
morning  of  life ;  we  may  triumph  in  the  vigour  of 
manhood ;  we  may  enjoy  the  most  liberal  endow- 
ments of  nature  ;  but  death  makes  no  tarry  to  con- 
sult with  any  objection  or  plea.  The  aged,  the 
middle  aged,  and  the  young,  are  therefore,  most 
solemnly  warned  S  Death  hath  passed  upon  all 
men,  for  that  all  have  sinned.  Often  are  the  young 
and  vigorous  sadly  disappointed  in  their  prospects 
and  calculations  for  life  ;  the  dark  shades  of  death 
has  eclipsed  their  sun,  obscured  their  brightening 
day,  and  buried  all  in  the  melancholy  night  of  the 
grave.  Does  the  thoughts  of  death  cause  you  to 
tremble?  Sin  is  the  occasion;  the  sting  of  death  is 
sin,  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law.  Let  us, 
then,  repair  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  has  ful- 
filled that  law,  and  whose  blood  cleanseth  from  all 
sin.  Then  we  may  not  fear  to  die  ;  then  the  victo- 
ry will  be  ours,  and  we  look  forward  to  a  happy 
immortality  beyond  the  grave.  Finally,  let  the 
followers  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  rejoice  ;  the 
victory  is  theirs,  effected  by  the  Captain  of  their 
salvation ;  so  that  when  Christ,  who  is  their  life, 
shall  appear,  then  shall  they  also  appear  with 
him  in  glory.— ^i  Thes.  iv.  13—18.  But  the  deists, 
the  atheists,  the  impenitent,  the  unbelieving  sinner^ 
may  tremble !  Death  must  be  the  king  of  terrors  to 
those ;  for  when  the  trump  shall  sound,  which  shall 
awake  the  sleeping  dust  of  all,  to  hear,  and  to  be 
changed  into  immortality,  and  the  righteous  to  come 
forth  unto  the  resurrection  of  life  ;  then,  then  they 
must  come  forth.  But  ah,  must  I  add— No,  it  is 
the  word  of  God — they  shall  come  forth  unto  the  re- 
surrection of  damnation!  May  God,  in  mercy,  fol* 


low  by  Ms  spirit  his  word,  that  mourners  might  be 
comforted,  believers  in  Christ  quickened,  and  sin- 
ners brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  as  it  is  in 
Jesus.     And  now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep 

US  FROM  FALLING,  AND  TO  PRESENT  US  FAULTLESS 
BEFORE  THE  PRESENCE  OF  HIS  GLORY  WITH  EXCEED- 
ING JOY  :  TO  THE  ONLY  WISE  GOD,  OUR  SAVIOUR,  BE 
GLORY,  AND  MAJESTY,  DOMINION  AND    POWER;  BOTH 

HOW  AND  EVER. 

&MEJST* 


APPENDIX, 


MRS.  DEBORAH  DUNHAM  was  born  at  Edgarton, 
October  12th,  1780  ;  and  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Lot  and 
Mrs.  Deborah  Norton,  a  respectable  couple  of  ihat  place. 
She  was  married  June  1st,  1800,  to  Thomas  Dunham, 
Esquire,  the  present  Attorney  for  Dukes'  County,  and  died 
4th  January,  1820. 

The  following  is  subjoined  by  way  of  Appendix,  as  a 
faint  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  that  amiable 
woman.  Mrs:  Dunham  possessed  every  personal  attrac- 
tion that  could  excite  love  or  command  respect ;  and  white 
possessing  those  qualifications  that  enabled  her  to  move  with 
ease  and  grace  in  the  higher  circles  of  life,  she  was  employ- 
ed with  peculiar  satisfaction  in  attending  to  all  the  domestic 
concerns  of  her  family.  The  most  uninterested  observer 
beheld  in  her,  at  one  view,  the  affectionate  wife,  the  tender 
mother,  and  a  heart  replete  with  feeling  for  the  indigent 
and  afflicted. 

To  wipe  the  orphan's  tear,  and  extend  the  motherly  hand 
of  aid  and  consolation  to  thfikbereaved.  child,  was  an  innate 
virtue  which  shone  with  resplendant  brightness,  both  in  her 
own  family  and  to  those  around  her.  In  early  life  she  be- 
came a  step- mother  j  but  she  was  only  so  in  name,  and  in 
law. — Her  parental  tenderness  for  the  children  of  her  care, 
from  her  first  charge  to  her  dying  moments— their  filial 
affection  for  her— their  poignant  and  almost  inconsolable 
grief  at  the  loss  they  sustained  in  her  death,  is  a  greater 
eulogy  on  her  character  than  can  be  portrayed  by  pen.  It 
is  strictly  true,  as  remarked  by  a  friend,  they  haye  twice 
mourned  the  loss  of  their  mother. 

Her  mental  qualifications  were  not  less  than  her  personal 
attractions  |  being  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and. 


having  charge  of  one  of  the  first  public  houses  in  Dukes' 
County,  she  discharged  every  duty  with  a  facility  that 
shewed  how  eminently  she  was  qualified  for  her  station. 

The  traveller,  while  furnished  with  a  luxuriant  table* 
found  himself  agreeably  lost  in  her  interesting  conversation,, 
and  for  the  moment,  forgot  but  that  he  was  in  the  bosom  of 
his  family.  Mercantile  transactions  were  at  the  same  time 
conducted  with  an  accuracy  that  would  do  honor  to  the  first 
merchant  in  the  state ;  but  her  mental  qualifications  and 
personal  attractions,  however  conspicuous,  vanish  when 
compared  with  the  divine  principle  implanted  in  her  soul : 
She  feared  and  loved  her  God.  She  bore  public  testimony 
in  the  cause  of  her  Redeemer,  and  for  more  than  thirteen 
years,  carried  an  evidence  of  the  reality  of  that  religion 
which  she  professed  by  a  well  ordered  life*  and  conversa- 
tion. It  is  true,  during  the  above  period  she  was  not  always 
basking  in  the  sunshine  of  gospel  light  \  like  every  humble 
follower  of  Christ,  she  had  to  encounter  with  many  trials 
and  conflicts  in  the  Christian  warfare ;  but  she  ever  beheld 
with  delight  the  banners  of  the  Cross  unfurled,  and  never 
for  once  looked  back  from  following  the  Captain  of  her  sal- 
vation. Even  in  her  darkest  hours,  the  faultering  tongue 
of  the  babe  in  Christ  could  not  so  much  as  touch  on  the 
theme  of  divine  love,  but  she  found  the  sacred  flame  en- 
kindled in  her  own  breast,  and  her  soul  often  in  raptures  to 
hail  a  brother  or  a  sister  in  the  Lord,  although  a  stranger 
in  person.  Her  qualifications,  when  considered  both  in  a 
religious,  personal,  and  domemic  relation,  cannot  perhaps 
be  better  expressed  than  in  the  following  lines  from  Milton  ; 
"  Grace  was  in  every  step  ;  Heaven  in  her  eye  5 
« In  all  her  gestures,  dignity  and  love." 


: 


